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Day 1

Overnight Flight to Dublin: What to Expect & How to Prepare
Your journey to the Emerald Isle begins with an overnight flight to Dublin, setting the stage for an unforgettable 15-day
adventure through Ireland’s four provinces. Most transatlantic flights depart in the evening, ensuring you arrive in Dublin
early the next morning, ready to start exploring.

What to Expect on Your Flight:

Flight Duration: Depending on your departure city, expect a flight time of 6-8 hours from the U.S. East Coast and 10-
12 hours from the West Coast.
Time Difference: Ireland operates on Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) or Irish Standard Time (IST) in summer,
meaning you'll be adjusting your body clock by +5 to +8 hours.
Arrival in Dublin: Most flights land at Dublin Airport (DUB) between 5:00 AM and 10:00 AM, giving you a full day to
acclimate and start your adventure.

Tips for a Comfortable Overnight Flight:

Choose Your Seat Wisely: If you plan to sleep, opt for a window seat to lean against. Aisle seats are better for
stretching your legs.
Dress Comfortably: Wear layers and bring a light scarf or travel blanket.
Use a Sleep Kit: Pack an eye mask, neck pillow, noise-canceling headphones, and earplugs to maximize rest.
Stay Hydrated: Airplane cabins are dry, so drink plenty of water and avoid excessive caffeine or alcohol.
Adjust to Irish Time: Set your watch to Dublin time before boarding and try to sleep during Ireland's nighttime hours.

Arrival & Next Steps:

Upon landing, you'll clear Irish immigration and customs, collect your baggage, and transfer to your hotel in Dublin.



Day 2

Arrive in Dublin – Orientation & Hop-on Hop-off Tour
Morning: Arrive in Dublin, go through customs, and transfer to the hotel.
Hotel Suggestion:

Luxury: The Merrion Dublin (5-star)
Mid-range: The Alex Dublin (4-star)
Budget: Jurys Inn Dublin Christchurch (3-star)

Afternoon:
Check-in and freshen up.
Take a hop-on hop-off bus tour to get an overview of the city.

Evening:
Enjoy dinner at The Brazen Head (Ireland’s oldest pub).
Explore Temple Bar for live music.

https://booking.tp.st/iHFtkO45
https://booking.tp.st/WRY6wOS8
https://booking.tp.st/83Zjshed
https://www.viator.com/tours/Dublin/Dublin-Hop-On-Hop-Off-Bus-Tour/d503-6249DUBHOHO?pid=P00006875&uid=U00125781&mcid=58086&currency=USD
https://brazenhead.com/


Day 3

Dublin Highlights - A Full Day of Culture, History and Irish Charm
Today is a full day dedicated to experiencing the heart and soul of Dublin. From its rich history and literary heritage to
its famous landmarks, lively pubs, and delicious food, this day will provide a well-rounded introduction to Ireland’s
dynamic capital city.

This day balances must-see attractions, historical depth, Irish whiskey and beer culture, and live music to ensure an
unforgettable experience.

🌅 Morning: Ireland’s Literary & Historical Gems

1. Trinity College & The Book of Kells (9:00 AM – 10:30 AM)

Start your day by stepping into Ireland’s most prestigious university, home to one of the world’s greatest literary
treasures—the Book of Kells.

📖 What You’ll Experience:

Marvel at the illuminated manuscript, crafted by Celtic monks in 800 AD.
Stroll through the Long Room Library, an architectural masterpiece lined with thousands of antique books.
Discover literary ties to Oscar Wilde, Samuel Beckett, and Jonathan Swift, who studied here.

👉 Pro Tip: Book your tickets in advance online to avoid long wait times.

2. Dublin Castle & The Chester Beatty Library (10:45 AM – 12:00 PM)

From Trinity College, take a short walk to Dublin Castle, once the epicenter of British rule in Ireland for over 700 years.

🏰 Things to See:

The State Apartments, where Irish presidents are inaugurated today.
The Chapel Royal, an intricate Gothic Revival church.
The hidden Dubh Linn Gardens, perfect for a scenic stroll.

📜 Bonus Stop: Chester Beatty Library (within the castle grounds)

A hidden gem housing rare manuscripts, early Christian texts, and Middle Eastern artifacts.
Often ranked as one of Europe’s best small museums!

🥗 Lunchtime: A Taste of Dublin’s Best Food (12:15 PM – 1:30 PM)

Time for a well-earned break at one of Dublin’s top-rated restaurants:

🍽️ Best Lunch Options:

The Woollen Mills – Contemporary Irish cuisine with great views of the Ha’penny Bridge.
Gallagher’s Boxty House – A must-visit for a boxty (Ireland’s famous potato pancake).
Queen of Tarts – A charming café known for its homemade pies & quiches.

👉 Want something casual? Try a chicken fillet roll from a local deli—an Irish classic!

🍺 Afternoon: Dublin’s Drinks & Revolutionaries

3. Guinness Storehouse OR Jameson Distillery Tour (1:45 PM – 3:15 PM)

Dublin is famous for its iconic drinks, and now’s your chance to choose between beer or whiskey:

🍺 Guinness Storehouse – A Must for Beer Lovers

Located at St. James’s Gate, where Arthur Guinness signed a 9,000-year lease in 1759.
Learn the brewing process behind Ireland’s most famous stout.
Pour the perfect pint in an interactive session.
End with a panoramic view of Dublin from the Gravity Bar while sipping a fresh Guinness.

https://www.viator.com/tours/Dublin/Early-Access-Book-of-Kells-Including-Exterior-Tour-of-Dublin-Castle/d503-8954P3?pid=P00006875&uid=U00125781&mcid=58086&currency=USD
https://www.viator.com/tours/Dublin/Early-Access-Book-of-Kells-Including-Exterior-Tour-of-Dublin-Castle/d503-8954P3?pid=P00006875&uid=U00125781&mcid=58086&currency=USD
https://www.viator.com/tours/Dublin/Temple-Bar-Highlights-Tour-with-Guinness-and-Whiskey-Tasting-from-Dublin/d503-8954P7?pid=P00006875&uid=U00125781&mcid=58086&currency=USD


🥃 Jameson Distillery – For Whiskey Enthusiasts

Visit Jameson Bow Street, where Irish whiskey has been distilled since 1780.
Discover the triple distillation process that makes Jameson smooth.
Participate in a whiskey tasting, comparing Irish, Scotch, and American whiskey.
Optional whiskey blending masterclass for a hands-on experience.

👉 Not a drinker? Visit the Teeling Whiskey Distillery, a smaller but award-winning Irish whiskey producer.

4. Kilmainham Gaol – A Journey Through Irish History (3:30 PM – 5:00 PM)

Next, step inside Kilmainham Gaol, one of the most important historical sites in Ireland. This former prisonplayed a
major role in the fight for Irish independence.

⚔️ What You’ll Experience:

Walk through the hauntingly empty prison corridors, where rebels of the 1916 Easter Rising were held.
Stand in the execution yard, where leaders like James Connolly and Patrick Pearse were shot by British forces.
Learn about Irish revolutionary history and the long road to independence.

👉 Pro Tip: This site sells out weeks in advance, so pre-book your tour!

🎶 Evening: Irish Music, Dancing & Craic

5. The Merry Ploughboy Pub – A Night of Irish Music & Dance (7:00 PM – 10:00 PM)

End your Dublin day in style at The Merry Ploughboy, one of the city’s most authentic Irish music venues.

🎻 What’s in store:

A 3-course meal with classic Irish dishes (try the lamb stew or fresh salmon).
A live performance by award-winning Irish musicians, playing traditional reels and jigs.
An energetic Irish dance show, showcasing the footwork and speed of step dancers.

Alternative Evening Options:

1. Dublin Pub Crawl & Nightlife

If you prefer a casual night out, visit Dublin’s legendary pubs:

🍺 O’Donoghue’s – Where The Dubliners (one of Ireland’s most famous folk bands) started.

🎶 The Cobblestone – A mecca for traditional Irish music.

🍻 The Stag’s Head – A beautiful Victorian-style pub with great pints.

2. Grafton Street & St. Stephen’s Green Evening Walk

🌆 Stroll through the Grafton Street shopping district, listening to buskers performing live music.

🌳 End the night with a peaceful walk through St. Stephen’s Green, a park filled with Irish history.

https://www.kilmainhamgaolmuseum.ie/plan-a-visit/
https://www.mpbpub.com/index.html


Day 4

Day Trip to Malahide & Howth – Coastal Castles, Scenic Walks & Fresh Seafood
Today, you’ll escape the hustle and bustle of Dublin for a relaxing day trip to Malahide and Howth, two of Dublin’s most
charming coastal villages. These locations offer a blend of history, nature, and stunning sea views, making them a
perfect getaway just a short train ride from the city.

This day is designed to be leisurely yet immersive, offering a mix of castle exploration, picturesque walks, and
incredible seafood.

🚆 Getting There: How to Travel to Malahide & Howth

Take the DART train (Dublin Area Rapid Transit) from Dublin city center to Malahide (25 minutes).
From Malahide, travel to Howth by DART (15 minutes) or taxi.
To return to Dublin, take the DART from Howth (30 minutes).

💡 Alternative Option: If you prefer a more private experience, hire a driver or take a guided day tour.

🌳 Morning: Discovering Malahide – A Castle & a Charming Village

1. Malahide Castle & Gardens (9:30 AM – 11:00 AM)

Begin your day with a visit to Malahide Castle, one of the oldest castles in Ireland, dating back to 1185.

🏰 What You’ll Experience:

Explore the medieval great hall, elegant drawing rooms, and family portraits of the Talbot family, who lived here
for 800 years.
Stroll through the expansive castle gardens, featuring a butterfly house and walled gardens.
Visit the Malahide Castle Avoca Store, a stylish Irish craft and design shop—a great spot for gifts and souvenirs.

👉 Pro Tip: Guided tours are highly recommended to hear the castle’s intriguing ghost stories!

2. Stroll Through Malahide Village (11:15 AM – 12:00 PM)

After your castle visit, enjoy a leisurely walk through Malahide Village, one of the most picturesque seaside towns in
Ireland.

🚶 What to Do in Malahide Village:

Browse boutiques, bookstores, and local artisan shops.
Stop for a morning coffee at Gibney’s of Malahide or Seomra Tae (a charming tearoom).
Take in sea views from Malahide Marina, where colorful boats line the harbor.

💡 Bonus Stop: If you love chocolate, visit Butlers Chocolate Experience, a behind-the-scenes look at one of
Ireland’s best chocolate brands.

🌊 Afternoon: Exploring Howth’s Stunning Coastline

3. Travel to Howth & Enjoy the Cliff Walk (12:15 PM – 1:30 PM)

From Malahide, take the DART train (15 min) or a short taxi ride to Howth, a charming fishing village with breathtaking
coastal scenery.

🥾 Howth Cliff Walk Highlights:

One of the most scenic walking trails in Ireland, offering dramatic sea views.
See the famous Baily Lighthouse, perched on rugged cliffs.
Spot seals and seabirds along the rocky coastline.

🚶 Walking Options:

Easy Route: Walk from Howth Village to the Lighthouse (30 minutes).
Moderate Route: Do a short loop of the Howth Cliff Walk (1 hour).



Adventurous Option: The full Howth Cliff Loop (2+ hours).

4. Visit Howth Harbour & Lighthouse (1:45 PM – 2:15 PM)

After your coastal walk, head back to Howth Harbour, a lively waterfront area with fishing boats, seagulls, and
charming seafood markets.

📸 Points of Interest:

Walk along Howth Pier for spectacular sea views.
Visit Howth Lighthouse, built in 1817, which offers panoramic views of Dublin Bay.
Stop by the Howth Market, where you’ll find artisan crafts, local produce, and handmade souvenirs.

🍽️ Seafood Lunch at Aqua Restaurant (2:30 PM – 4:00 PM)

By now, you’ve worked up an appetite—so it’s time to indulge in some of Ireland’s best seafood!

🐟 Why Aqua Restaurant?

Stunning floor-to-ceiling views overlooking Dublin Bay.
Award-winning fresh seafood, sourced directly from the local fishing boats.
A romantic, elegant atmosphere, perfect for unwinding.

🥘 Recommended Dishes:

Dublin Bay Prawns – A true Irish delicacy!
Fresh Irish Oysters – Perfectly paired with a glass of Guinness.
Traditional Fish & Chips – A classic choice for any seafood lover.

👉 Alternative Option: Try The Oar House, a smaller, cozy seafood bistro right on Howth Pier.

🌆 Evening: Return to Dublin for a Relaxed Evening (4:30 PM – 5:30 PM)

Take the DART train back to Dublin.
Return to your hotel for some rest before an optional evening activity.

Optional Evening Activities in Dublin:

💃 1. Casual Night Out – Cozy Pub & Traditional Music

Grab a pint at Kehoe’s or The Palace Bar, two of Dublin’s best-loved pubs.
Enjoy live Irish music at O’Donoghue’s or The Cobblestone.

🍽️ 2. Fine Dining & Drinks

Have dinner at Chapter One (Michelin-starred) or The Ivy Dawson Street (chic and stylish).
Sip a cocktail at The Vintage Cocktail Club, an intimate speakeasy.

🎭 3. Cultural Evening – Theatre or Comedy Show

See a play at The Abbey Theatre (Ireland’s national theatre).
Catch a stand-up comedy show at The International Bar.

https://aqua.ie/


Day 5

Drive to Waterford – A Journey Through Ireland’s Ancient East
Today, you’ll leave Dublin behind and begin your road trip through Ireland’s Ancient East, making your way to
Waterford, Ireland’s oldest city. Along the way, you’ll explore stunning monastic ruins, lush gardens, and waterfalls,
before arriving in Waterford, where you’ll uncover its Viking heritage and world-famous crystal craftsmanship.

🚗 Total Driving Time: ~2 hours 15 minutes

🛏️ Overnight Stay: Granville Hotel (classic elegance) OR Waterford Castle Hotel (luxury island retreat)

🌅 Morning: Pick Up Rental Car & Begin the Journey

Before setting off, pick up your rental car in Dublin (if you haven’t already). Car rental offices are located near Dublin
Airport or in the city center at locations like Hertz, Avis, or Enterprise.

Once you’re set, start your drive south through County Wicklow, known as the "Garden of Ireland."

🌿 Scenic Stops En Route to Waterford

1. Glendalough Monastic Site & Valley (1 hour from Dublin) (9:30 AM – 11:00 AM)

Your first stop is Glendalough, a 6th-century monastic site set in a breathtaking valley surrounded by lakes and
mountains.

⛪ What to See:

The Round Tower, an iconic medieval structure used by monks for protection.
The Cathedral of St. Peter and St. Paul, an atmospheric stone ruin.
The Upper and Lower Lakes, perfect for a scenic short hike or walk.

🥾 Optional: If you love hiking, take the Spinc Walk for incredible panoramic views.

👉 Pro Tip: Arrive early to enjoy peaceful moments before tour buses arrive.

2. Powerscourt Estate & Gardens (45 min drive from Glendalough) (11:45 AM – 1:15 PM)

Your next stop is Powerscourt Estate, a grand 18th-century mansion with some of the most beautiful gardens in
Europe.

🌺 Top Attractions at Powerscourt:

Italian Gardens, with elegant terraces and statues.
Japanese Gardens, a serene oasis of waterfalls and pagodas.
Powerscourt Waterfall, the tallest waterfall in Ireland (20 minutes from the main estate).

☕ Lunch Option: Enjoy light lunch or coffee at Avoca Café inside Powerscourt Estate, famous for its homemade
scones, soups, and sandwiches.

👉 Pro Tip: If you’re short on time, skip the waterfall and focus on the gardens.

🚗 Afternoon: Arrive in Waterford & Explore the Viking Triangle

After lunch, continue your drive to Waterford, arriving by mid-afternoon.

🛣️ Drive Time from Powerscourt to Waterford: ~1 hour 45 minutes

3. Waterford Crystal Factory Tour (3:00 PM – 4:30 PM)

One of Waterford’s most famous attractions is its world-renowned Waterford Crystal Factory, where the finest hand-cut
glassware has been produced since 1783.

✨ Tour Highlights:

Watch master craftsmen at work, hand-blowing and engraving crystal.
Visit the factory showroom, showcasing dazzling glass sculptures.

https://discovercars.tp.st/BN89WNAW
https://glendalough.ie/
https://powerscourt.com/
https://www.viator.com/tours/Waterford/House-of-Waterford-Crystal-Guided-factory-Tour/d23237-29887P1?pid=P00006875&uid=U00125781&mcid=58086&currency=USD


Learn about Waterford’s 240-year history in crystal making.

👉 Pro Tip: The factory shop offers exclusive designs at discounted prices, perfect for a souvenir!

4. Walk Through the Viking Triangle (4:45 PM – 6:00 PM)

Waterford was founded by the Vikings in 914 AD, making it Ireland’s oldest city. The Viking Triangle is the historic
heart of Waterford, packed with medieval landmarks.

⚔️ What to Explore in the Viking Triangle:

Reginald’s Tower, Ireland’s oldest civic building, once a Viking fortress.
Bishop’s Palace, a museum showcasing Georgian-era Waterford.
Medieval Museum, home to rare 15th-century vestments and manuscripts.
King of the Vikings Virtual Reality Experience, a fun & immersive 3D Viking adventure.

🛍️ Optional: Browse Waterford’s quaint local shops for handcrafted souvenirs.

🌙 Evening: Dinner & Overnight Stay in Waterford

Dinner Options in Waterford:

The Reg – A lively pub and restaurant with seafood and steak.
Everett’s – A Michelin-recommended spot serving contemporary Irish cuisine.
McLeary’s Restaurant – A cozy, family-run restaurant with traditional Irish dishes.

🏨 Where to Stay in Waterford

1. Granville Hotel (Classic & Central) 🏛️

Located along the waterfront, in the heart of Waterford.
Elegant Georgian-style rooms with old-world charm.
Famous for its full Irish breakfast (one of the best in Ireland!).

2. Waterford Castle Hotel (Luxury Island Stay) 🏰

A castle hotel on its own private island, accessible only by ferry.
Offers a magical medieval atmosphere with four-poster beds and fine dining.
Perfect for those wanting a unique and romantic stay.

👉 Pro Tip: Book Waterford Castle early—it’s one of the most sought-after hotels in the region!

https://www.everetts.ie/
https://booking.tp.st/6w2TTPQx
https://booking.tp.st/RQajHCyI


Day 6

Copper Coast to Cork – A Journey Through Coastal Beauty & Irish Heritage
oday, you’ll embark on a breathtaking coastal drive along the Copper Coast, explore charming seaside towns, step into
Ireland’s Titanic history, and visit one of the country’s most famous castles before settling into Cork, Ireland’s second-
largest city.

🚗 Total Driving Time: ~2.5 hours (excluding stops)

🛏️ Overnight Stay:

Luxury: Hayfield Manor (5-star boutique hotel)
Mid-range: The River Lee Hotel (modern comfort & great location)

🍽 Dinner Recommendation: Market Lane, one of Cork’s top-rated restaurants

🌅 Morning: Scenic Drive Along the Copper Coast

The Copper Coast is one of Ireland’s best-kept secrets, a dramatic coastal route stretching from Tramore to
Dungarvan. Named after its historic copper mining industry, this UNESCO Global Geopark offers rugged cliffs, golden
beaches, and stunning ocean views.

1. Stop at Tramore Beach (9:00 AM – 9:45 AM)

Your first stop is Tramore, a lively seaside town famous for its five-kilometer beach and breathtaking Atlantic views.

🌊 What to Do in Tramore:

Take a beachside stroll along the golden sands.
Stop for coffee and pastries at The Vee Café with a sea view.
Visit the Metal Man, a famous 12-foot sailor statue on the cliffs.

👉 Optional: If time allows, visit Lafcadio Hearn Japanese Gardens, a tranquil Japanese garden dedicated to an Irish
writer who became a literary icon in Japan.

2. Drive Through the Copper Coast (10:00 AM – 11:30 AM)

Continue your drive along the Copper Coast Route, making short scenic stops at:

📍 Annestown Beach – A hidden gem with towering cliffs.

📍 Tankardstown Mining Ruins – The remains of 19th-century copper mines set against the coastline.

📍 Ballydowane Bay – A peaceful, lesser-known cove perfect for photos.

🚗 Drive to Cobh: From the Copper Coast, continue to Cobh, a charming waterfront town known for its Titanic history.

🌊 Afternoon: Titanic Heritage & Castle Legends

3. Visit Cobh – Titanic’s Last Port of Call (12:00 PM – 1:30 PM)

Cobh (pronounced "Cove") is one of Ireland’s most picturesque towns, known for its colorful houses and deep maritime
history.

🚢 Must-Do in Cobh:

Titanic Experience Cobh – A museum inside the original White Star Line ticket office, where passengers boarded
the Titanic in 1912. The interactive tour follows real passengers’ stories through the doomed voyage.
St. Colman’s Cathedral – One of Ireland’s tallest cathedrals, offering stunning views over Cork Harbour.
Deck of Cards Houses – Take a photo of the famous row of colorful houses with the cathedral in the background.

👉 Lunch in Cobh: Stop at The Quays Bar & Restaurant, offering seafood and harborside views.

4. Explore Blarney Castle & Kiss the Blarney Stone (2:30 PM – 4:30 PM)

After leaving Cobh, continue 30 minutes west to Blarney, home to one of Ireland’s most legendary castles.

🏰 What to Expect at Blarney Castle:

https://www.hayfieldmanor.ie/
https://booking.tp.st/6w2TTPQx
https://www.viator.com/tours/Cobh/Titanic-Trail-Guided-Walking-Tour-Cobh/d23241-51097P1?pid=P00006875&uid=U00125781&mcid=58086&currency=USD


Kiss the Blarney Stone – Climb to the castle’s battlements and lean backward to kiss the legendary stone(believed
to grant the "gift of eloquence").
Explore the Castle Ruins – Walk through medieval towers and hidden chambers.
Wander the Blarney Gardens – Discover the Poison Garden (with deadly plants!), a fern garden, and waterfalls.
Shop at Blarney Woollen Mills – One of Ireland’s largest stores for handwoven woolens, Aran sweaters, and
souvenirs.

👉 Pro Tip: Arrive early or late in the afternoon to avoid peak crowds at the Blarney Stone.

🚗 Final Drive to Cork City: (~15 min)

🌙 Evening: Arriving in Cork & Dining at Market Lane

5. Check into Your Hotel (5:00 PM – 6:00 PM)

🛏️ Where to Stay in Cork:

Luxury: Hayfield Manor – A 5-star boutique hotel with elegant charm, a spa, and fine dining.
Mid-range: The River Lee Hotel – A stylish, centrally located hotel on the banks of the River Lee.

After checking in, unwind for a bit before dinner.

6. Dinner at Market Lane (7:00 PM – 9:00 PM)

For your first dinner in Cork, Market Lane is the perfect spot! This award-winning restaurant serves modern Irish
dishes with a focus on local produce.

🍽️ Recommended Dishes:

Slow-roasted pork belly with apple cider glaze
Pan-seared hake with chorizo butter
Market Lane’s signature seafood chowder

🍷 Drinks: Pair your meal with a craft beer from Cork’s Franciscan Well Brewery or a locally distilled whiskey.






Day 7

Cork to Galway via Limerick – Castles, History & Culture
Today, you'll journey from Cork to Galway, making historical and cultural stops along the way. This route takes you
through Limerick, home to the mighty King John’s Castle, and the charming Bunratty Castle & Folk Park, offering a
glimpse into medieval and rural Irish life. By evening, you’ll arrive in Galway, where you’ll settle in and enjoy a delicious
dinner in the heart of the city.

🚗 Total Driving Time: ~3 hours (excluding stops)

🛏️ Overnight Stay:

Luxury: Glenlo Abbey Hotel (5-star, elegant countryside retreat)
Mid-range: The Galmont Hotel (4-star, central location with spa)

🍽 Dinner Recommendation: Ard Bia at Nimmos (a highly rated, atmospheric restaurant by the water)

🌅 Morning: Drive from Cork to Limerick & Visit King John’s Castle

1. Depart Cork for Limerick (8:30 AM – 10:00 AM)

After breakfast, begin your northward journey to Limerick, a city with a fascinating Viking and medieval historylocated
along the River Shannon.

🚗 Drive Time from Cork to Limerick: ~1.5 hours

2. Explore King John’s Castle (10:00 AM – 11:30 AM)

Perched along the River Shannon, King John’s Castle is one of Ireland’s best-preserved medieval castles, offering
interactive exhibits, stunning views, and hands-on experiences.

🏰 What You’ll Experience:

Walk through 700 years of history, from Viking settlements to medieval battles.
Explore the fortress walls, towers, and ancient dungeons.
Try on replica medieval armor and see interactive displays on Limerick’s siege history.
Enjoy panoramic views of Limerick City and the River Shannon from the castle walls.

👉 Pro Tip: If you're a fan of Game of Thrones-style castles, this stop is a must!

🍽 Lunch Option in Limerick (Optional, 11:30 AM – 12:30 PM)

Before heading to Bunratty, grab a quick bite in Limerick.

🥪 Best Quick Lunch Spots:

The Buttery – Famous for fresh sandwiches and hearty soups.
Hook & Ladder – A stylish café offering gourmet sandwiches and fresh pastries.

👉 Prefer a pub setting? Nancy Blake’s is an old-world pub serving classic Irish comfort food.

🌿 Afternoon: Bunratty Castle & Folk Park – A Journey into Ireland’s Past

3. Stop at Bunratty Castle & Folk Park (12:45 PM – 2:30 PM)

A 15-minute drive from Limerick brings you to Bunratty Castle & Folk Park, a perfectly preserved 15th-century
stronghold with an adjoining living history museum.

🏰 What to See & Do:

Bunratty Castle: Walk through the grand banquet halls, medieval kitchens, and lavish bedchambers.
Folk Park: Explore 30 recreated 19th-century village buildings, including a blacksmith’s forge, schoolhouse, and
old Irish cottages.
Traditional Farmhouses: See thatched cottages and chat with costumed villagers showcasing old Irish traditions.

https://booking.tp.st/6GsZR7PG
https://booking.tp.st/spjfDt8C
https://ardbia.squarespace.com/


📸 Great Photo Spots:

The thatched cottages with colorful doors.
The main castle entrance with its imposing medieval towers.
The Fairy Trail, a whimsical woodland walk perfect for a short break.

👉 Pro Tip: If you have extra time, visit Durty Nelly’s, a famous Irish pub located right outside the castle walls,
serving Guinness and hearty Irish stews since 1620!

🚗 Drive from Bunratty to Galway: ~1 hour 30 minutes

🌆 Evening: Arriving in Galway – Ireland’s Cultural Heart

4. Check Into Your Hotel (4:00 PM – 5:00 PM)

Upon arriving in Galway, check into your accommodation and take a moment to unwind before heading out to explore.

🛏️ Where to Stay in Galway:

Luxury: Glenlo Abbey Hotel – A 5-star lakeside estate with an exclusive Pullman Restaurant inside two vintage
train carriages from the Orient Express.
Mid-range: The Galmont Hotel – A 4-star modern hotel near Eyre Square with a spa and great river views.
Budget-Friendly: The House Hotel – A boutique hotel near the Latin Quarter.

5. Explore Galway’s Quay Street & Latin Quarter (5:30 PM – 7:00 PM)

Galway is famous for its bohemian atmosphere, street performers, and lively pub scene. Quay Street and the Latin
Quarter are the beating heart of the city, offering colorful storefronts, street musicians, and bustling pubs.

🎭 What to See on Quay Street:

Buskers & street musicians – Galway is known for its amazing live music culture.
Eyre Square – A historic meeting place lined with sculptures, pubs, and cafés.
Shop Street & Latin Quarter – Browse local shops, bookstores, and Irish craft boutiques.

🍦 Treat Yourself: Grab a famous Murphy’s Ice Cream (made with Kerry cream & sea salt).

6. Dinner at Ard Bia at Nimmos (7:30 PM – 9:30 PM)

End the day with an exceptional dinner at Ard Bia at Nimmos, one of Galway’s most highly rated restaurants. Located
beside the Spanish Arch, this cozy, bohemian eatery is perfect for an intimate meal with fresh, locally sourced
dishes.

🍽️ Recommended Dishes:

Slow-cooked lamb with wild garlic mash
Fresh Atlantic seafood chowder
Irish farmhouse cheese board with honey & walnuts

🍷 Drinks: Pair your meal with a Galway Hooker Pale Ale or a local organic wine selection.

👉 Alternative Dining Options:

Kai Café & Restaurant – A rustic eatery serving farm-to-table Irish cuisine.
Aniar – A Michelin-starred restaurant offering a 12-course Irish tasting menu (for those looking for a fine dining
experience).

🌙 Optional Evening Activity: Experience Galway’s Nightlife (9:30 PM – Late)

If you’re up for a late-night experience, Galway’s pubs and music venues are some of the best in Ireland.

🎶 Top Pubs for Live Music & Craic:

Tigh Neachtain – A cozy traditional pub with craft beers & great storytelling.



The Crane Bar – Legendary live Irish music venue.
O’Connor’s Famous Pub – A classic Galway pub, filled with antiques and old-world charm.

👉 Pro Tip: If visiting on a weekend, expect energetic pub crowds and plenty of live Irish trad music!



Day 8

Aran Islands OR Connemara – A Choice Between Rugged Island Beauty & Mountainous Wilds
Today, you have two exceptional options for exploring the best of the West of Ireland. You can choose to either:

🚴‍♂️ Option 1: The Aran Islands – A Step Back in Time

Take a ferry to Inis Mór, the largest of the Aran Islands, where you’ll experience traditional Irish island life, ancient
ruins, and breathtaking Atlantic views.

OR

🏔 Option 2: Connemara – Ireland’s Wild & Rugged West

Drive through Connemara, a region known for its dramatic mountains, coastal inlets, and Kylemore Abbey, one of
Ireland’s most beautiful estates.

No matter which option you choose, you’ll return to Galway in the evening for dinner and a relaxed night.

🌊 Option 1: Aran Islands – A Journey to Inis Mór

1. Take a Ferry to Inis Mór (8:30 AM – 10:15 AM)

To reach Inis Mór, the largest and most popular Aran Island, you’ll take a ferry from Rossaveal Port (40 minutes from
Galway).

🚢 Ferry Options:

Aran Island Ferries from Rossaveal Port (~40-minute ride).
Doolin Ferries from Doolin (optional) – Some boats include a stop at the Cliffs of Moher on the way back.

🚗 Getting to the Ferry:

By car: A 40-minute drive from Galway to Rossaveal.
By shuttle: A direct shuttle bus service runs from Galway city to Rossaveal.

2. Explore Inis Mór by Bike (10:30 AM – 3:00 PM)

Once you arrive on Inis Mór, rent a bike (or take a minibus tour) to explore the island’s rugged beauty and historic sites.

🚴 Must-See Highlights on Inis Mór:

Dún Aonghasa (Dun Aengus Fort) – A 2,000-year-old stone fortress perched on the edge of towering cliffs.
The Worm Hole (Poll na bPéist) – A naturally formed rectangular sea pool, famous from the Red Bull Cliff Diving
event.
The Seven Churches (Na Seacht dTeampaill) – A collection of ancient monastic ruins and Celtic crosses.
Seal Colony Viewpoint – Watch seals basking on the shore!
Kilmurvey Beach – A pristine white-sand beach with crystal-clear water.

🚲 Pro Tip: Rent a bike from Aran Bike Hire near the pier to explore at your own pace.

3. Lunch in an Island Café (1:30 PM – 2:30 PM)

🍽 Best Lunch Spots on Inis Mór:

Tí Joe Watty’s – A lively traditional Irish pub with fresh seafood.
Teach Nan Phaidi – A thatched-roof café serving hearty homemade stews.

4. Return Ferry & Optional Cliffs of Moher Stop (3:30 PM – 6:30 PM)

Take the ferry back to Rossaveal and drive to Galway.
Optional: Some ferries from Doolin stop at the Cliffs of Moher, offering a unique view from the sea.

https://www.viator.com/tours/Galway/Aran-Islands-and-Cliffs-of-Moher-Cruise/d5156-5750P7?pid=P00006875&uid=U00125781&mcid=58086&currency=USD
https://www.viator.com/tours/Aran-Islands/Cycling-on-Inishmore-island-Guided-self-guided-Full-day/d51288-11121P371?pid=P00006875&uid=U00125781&mcid=58086&currency=USD


🚗 Return to Galway by 6:30 PM.

🏔 Option 2: Connemara – Ireland’s Wild & Untamed Beauty

1. Scenic Drive to Connemara (9:00 AM – 10:30 AM)

Depart Galway and head west into the breathtaking landscapes of Connemara, known for its rugged mountains,
shimmering lakes, and winding coastal roads.

🚗 Driving Route Highlights:

Pass through Oughterard, the “Gateway to Connemara.”
Drive along Lough Corrib, Ireland’s second-largest lake.
See the Bog Road, a stunning drive through untouched peat boglands.

2. Drive the Sky Road (10:30 AM – 11:30 AM)

One of the most scenic routes in Ireland, the Sky Road near Clifden offers jaw-dropping Atlantic views.

📸 Best Stops on the Sky Road:

Clifden Viewpoint – Panoramic views of the coastline and offshore islands.
Omey Island – A tidal island that can be reached by car at low tide.

3. Visit Kylemore Abbey (12:00 PM – 2:00 PM)

Your next stop is Kylemore Abbey, one of Ireland’s most beautiful castles, nestled at the base of a mountain
overlooking a lake.

🏰 What to Do at Kylemore Abbey:

Explore the Neo-Gothic Abbey, once a romantic castle, now a Benedictine monastery.
Visit the Victorian Walled Gardens, featuring 6 acres of beautifully maintained flower beds.
Walk along Lough Pollacappul, with picture-perfect lake and mountain views.
Stop by the Abbey’s Tea Rooms for fresh scones with clotted cream & jam.

4. Explore Connemara National Park OR Killary Fjord (2:30 PM – 4:00 PM)

After Kylemore Abbey, you can choose between:

🥾 Option A: Connemara National Park Hike

Walk the Diamond Hill Loop (1.5–2 hours) for spectacular 360° views.

⛵ Option B: Killary Fjord – Ireland’s Only Fjord

Take a boat cruise along Killary Fjord, surrounded by towering mountains.

🚗 Return to Galway (~1.5-hour drive, arriving by 6:30 PM).

🌆 Evening: Return to Galway & Relaxed Dinner

No matter which adventure you choose, you’ll return to Galway by early evening, ready for a delicious dinner and a
relaxed night.

Dinner Options in Galway (7:30 PM – 9:30 PM):

🍽 For a Cozy Atmosphere:

Kai Café – Famous for farm-to-table Irish dishes.

🍽 For Fine Dining:

Aniar (Michelin Star) – A unique Irish tasting menu experience.

https://www.aniarrestaurant.ie/


🍽 For a Traditional Irish Pub Meal:

The King’s Head – Classic pub fare with live music.

🎶 Optional: Live Music in a Galway Pub (9:30 PM – Late)

Tigh Neachtain – Great craft beer & live traditional music.
The Crane Bar – A legendary pub for authentic Irish folk music.

https://thekingshead.ie/
http://www.thecranebar.com/


Day 9

Exploring Galway – The Cultural Heart of the West
Today is all about soaking in the vibrant charm of Galway, often called the "City of Tribes." You’ll experience its
seaside beauty, medieval history, and colorful streets, then have the option to explore Connemara National Park if
you didn't visit it on Day 9.

In the evening, dive into Galway’s legendary pub scene, where traditional Irish music, storytelling, and the famous “craic”
(fun and lively atmosphere) take center stage.

🚶 Total Walking Distance: ~5–7 km

📍 Main Highlights: Salthill Promenade, Galway Cathedral, Spanish Arch, and Connemara (optional)

🍻 Evening Activity: A traditional Irish pub crawl, featuring the best of Galway’s nightlife.

🌅 Morning: A Seaside Stroll & Historic Sights

1. Walk Along Salthill Promenade (9:00 AM – 10:00 AM)

Start your day with a refreshing seaside walk along Salthill Promenade, one of the most scenic coastal paths in
Ireland.

🌊 Things to Do in Salthill:

Walk along the two-kilometer promenade with stunning views of Galway Bay.
Kick the wall! – It’s a local tradition to kick the stone wall at the end of the promenade for good luck.
If the weather is nice, stop at Blackrock Diving Tower, where locals jump into the Atlantic year-round!
Grab a coffee & fresh pastry at Ground & Co Café, right on the promenade.

👉 Pro Tip: Visit early for a peaceful walk, as it gets busy later in the day.

2. Galway Cathedral – A Modern Architectural Marvel (10:15 AM – 10:45 AM)

Just a 10-minute walk from Salthill, you’ll find Galway Cathedral, a stunning mix of Renaissance, Romanesque, and
Gothic architecture.

⛪ Why Visit?

It’s one of the youngest cathedrals in Europe, completed in 1965.
Inside, admire the mosaics, stained-glass windows, and impressive dome.
The cathedral is built on the site of a former prison—a unique piece of Galway history.

3. The Spanish Arch & Latin Quarter (11:00 AM – 12:00 PM)

After visiting the Cathedral, head to the Spanish Arch, one of Galway’s most famous landmarks.

🏛 What to See:

The Spanish Arch, built in the 16th century, once protected merchant ships.
Walk through the Latin Quarter, a colorful cobblestone district filled with street musicians, quirky shops, and Irish
pubs.
Visit the Galway City Museum, featuring exhibits on Galway’s Viking past and maritime history.

📸 Great Photo Spot: Snap a photo with the famous "Galway Hooker" fishing boats docked nearby.

🥗 Lunch Break: A Taste of Galway’s Food Scene (12:00 PM – 1:00 PM)

🍽 Best Lunch Options:

The Quay Street Kitchen – Great for fresh seafood, Irish lamb stew, and vegetarian options.
McDonagh’s – The best fish & chips in Galway, a local favorite since 1902.
Dela – A farm-to-table café with a fantastic brunch menu.



👉 Pro Tip: If you’re a foodie, consider a Galway Food Tour, sampling artisanal cheese, fresh oysters, and local craft
beer.

🌿 Afternoon: Optional Connemara National Park Excursion (1:30 PM – 5:30 PM)

If you skipped Connemara on Day 9, today is a great opportunity to explore this rugged, wild region.

🚗 Drive Time from Galway to Connemara National Park: ~1.5 hours

1. Visit Connemara National Park

🌄 Things to Do:

Diamond Hill Hike (2-3 hours round trip) – A moderate climb with spectacular 360° views of Connemara’s
mountains, lakes, and coastline.
Visit the visitor center for insight into the wildlife, peat bogs, and history of the region.
Drive through Letterfrack, a charming town at the foot of the park.

👉 Alternative Option: If you prefer a more relaxed experience, visit Killary Fjord, Ireland’s only fjord, where you can
take a scenic boat cruise.

🚗 Return to Galway by 5:30 PM.

🌇 Evening: Galway’s Legendary Pub Crawl (6:30 PM – Late)

Galway is known for its electric nightlife, filled with traditional Irish music, lively pubs, and a mix of locals and
visitors enjoying the craic!

1. Dinner Before the Pub Crawl (6:30 PM – 8:00 PM)

🍽 Top Dinner Picks:

Aniar (Michelin Star) – If you’re looking for a fine dining experience, this Michelin-starred restaurant offers a 12-
course Irish tasting menu.
Kai Café & Restaurant – A cozy farm-to-table spot known for its fresh, organic ingredients.
The King’s Head – A historic pub with a medieval fireplace, live music, and hearty Irish food.

2. Traditional Irish Pub Crawl (8:30 PM – Late)

🎶 Best Pubs for Live Irish Music & Atmosphere:

🍺 https://www.tighneachtain.com/

A traditional Galway pub with craft beers, cozy corners, and live Irish music.
One of Galway’s oldest and most beloved drinking spots.

🎻 The Crane Bar

If you’re looking for authentic traditional Irish music, this is the place to be.
Known for session music, where musicians gather for impromptu performances.

🍻 O’Connor’s Famous Pub (in Salthill, a short taxi ride from city center)

One of the most atmospheric pubs in Galway, filled with antiques and old-world charm.
Featured in Ed Sheeran’s "Galway Girl" music video!

🍷 The Dáil Bar (For Cocktails & Whiskey Lovers)

A modern pub with great cocktails & whiskey selections.

https://www.tighneachtain.com/




Day 10

Galway to Sligo – A Journey Through Ireland’s Poetic & Wild Landscape
Today’s journey takes you from the bustling charm of Galway into Ireland’s northwest, where the landscapes become
more rugged, mystical, and poetic. Along the way, you’ll step into early Irish Christian history at Clonmacnoise, pay
homage to one of Ireland’s greatest poets, W.B. Yeats, and explore the majestic Benbulben Mountain, often called
Ireland’s Table Mountain.

🚗 Total Driving Time: ~2.5 hours (excluding stops)

🛏️ Overnight Stay:

Sligo Park Hotel (4-star, comfortable & central)
Alternatively: Yeats Country Hotel (scenic coastal stay in Rosses Point)

🌅 Morning: Drive from Galway & Visit Clonmacnoise Monastery

1. Depart Galway & Drive to Clonmacnoise (8:30 AM – 9:45 AM)

🚗 Driving time from Galway to Clonmacnoise: ~1 hour 15 minutes

Your first stop is Clonmacnoise, one of Ireland’s most significant early Christian monastic sites, located along the
banks of the River Shannon.

2. Explore Clonmacnoise Monastery (9:45 AM – 11:00 AM)

Founded in 544 AD by St. Ciarán, Clonmacnoise became a major center of learning, trade, and religion in medieval
Ireland. Today, its hauntingly beautiful ruins are among the most atmospheric in the country.

🏛 What to See:

The Round Tower – Built in the 10th century, used to store valuable manuscripts and protect against Viking
raids.
The Cathedral Ruins – A 12th-century church with intricate stone carvings.
The High Crosses – Some of the best-preserved Celtic crosses in Ireland, including the Cross of the Scriptures.
The ancient graveyard, where Irish kings and monks were buried.
The Visitor Center, offering an insightful short film on Clonmacnoise’s history.

📸 Photo Spot: Stand by the monastery ruins overlooking the River Shannon for one of Ireland’s most serene and
timeless views.

3. Continue the Drive to Sligo (11:00 AM – 1:00 PM)

🚗 Driving time from Clonmacnoise to Sligo: ~2 hours

On the way, you’ll pass through rural midlands towns and rolling green fields, gradually approaching the dramatic
coastline of County Sligo.

🌿 Afternoon: Yeats' Grave & Benbulben’s Majestic Landscape

4. Stop at Yeats' Grave in Drumcliffe (1:00 PM – 1:30 PM)

Located at Drumcliffe Churchyard, beneath the shadow of Benbulben Mountain, is the final resting place of William
Butler Yeats, one of Ireland’s most celebrated poets.

📜 Why Visit?

See Yeats’ famous gravestone, inscribed with his famous self-penned epitaph:"Cast a cold eye on life, on death.
Horseman, pass by."
Visit the 12th-century Drumcliffe Round Tower, once part of a monastic settlement.
Admire the Celtic High Cross, intricately carved with biblical scenes.

👉 Pro Tip: Stop for a coffee & homemade scone at the Drumcliffe Tea House, a cozy café next to the graveyard.

https://booking.tp.st/zh2cDDzK
https://booking.tp.st/SHszzSpi
https://heritageireland.ie/places-to-visit/clonmacnoise-monastic-site/
https://www.discoverdrumcliffe.com/attractions/yeats-grave/


5. Explore Benbulben Mountain & Gleniff Horseshoe (1:45 PM – 4:00 PM)

Benbulben Mountain is one of Ireland’s most iconic natural landmarks, often called “Ireland’s Table Mountain”due to
its flat summit and dramatic cliffs.

🥾 Ways to Experience Benbulben:

Option A: The Benbulben Forest Walk (Easy – 1 Hour Round Trip)

A gentle, well-paved walking trail leading to stunning views of the mountain’s cliffs and valley below.
Great for casual walkers or those looking for beautiful photographs.

Option B: Gleniff Horseshoe Drive (Scenic Route – No Hiking Required)

A 6-mile loop drive through an isolated, glacial valley, offering jaw-dropping views of Benbulben, waterfalls, and
rugged cliffs.
Stop at Diarmuid & Gráinne’s Cave, a legendary site from Irish mythology.

📸 Best Photo Spot: Capture Benbulben’s dramatic silhouette from the Gleniff Horseshoe Valley.

👉 Pro Tip: If you want a more challenging hike, the Benbulben Summit Trail is a 4-hour round trip but requires
proper hiking gear and favorable weather.

🌙 Evening: Arriving in Sligo & Relaxed Dinner

6. Check Into Your Hotel (4:30 PM – 5:30 PM)

🛏️ Where to Stay in Sligo:

Sligo Park Hotel – A comfortable 4-star hotel with great service and amenities.
Yeats Country Hotel – A coastal retreat in Rosses Point with ocean views.

🚶 Relax or take a stroll along the Garavogue River in Sligo town before dinner.

7. Dinner at Eala Bhán (6:30 PM – 8:30 PM)

For dinner, Eala Bhán is one of Sligo’s top-rated restaurants, offering fresh seafood and Irish dishes with a modern
twist.

🍽 Recommended Dishes:

Sligo Bay Oysters – Freshly shucked and served with a Guinness pairing.
Slow-Roasted Lamb – A dish inspired by traditional Irish flavors.
Atlantic Seafood Platter – A delicious mix of local prawns, mussels, and fish.

👉 Alternative Dining Options:

Hooked – A casual, trendy spot for great burgers & seafood.
Hargadon Bros – A historic Irish pub serving hearty comfort food.

🎶 Optional Evening: Traditional Music & Pubs (9:00 PM – Late)

If you’re in the mood for authentic Irish trad music, check out these local Sligo pubs:

🎻 Best Traditional Irish Music Pubs in Sligo:

Shoot The Crows – A cozy pub with live Irish music every night.
Thomas Connolly’s – One of Sligo’s oldest pubs, serving great whiskey & local craft beer.
Hargadon Bros – A classic pub with a lively but intimate atmosphere.

https://www.ealabhan.ie/
https://www.facebook.com/shootthecrows/




Day 11

Sligo to Derry – A Journey Through Donegal’s Wild Beauty & Northern Ireland’s History
Today, you’ll leave Sligo and travel through County Donegal, stopping at Slieve League Cliffs, some of the highest sea
cliffs in Europe. After experiencing Donegal’s rugged landscapes, you’ll arrive in Derry (Londonderry), Northern Ireland’s
only walled city. Here, you’ll explore its historic walls, learn about The Troubles through the famous Bogside Murals,
and experience its vibrant cultural scene.

🚗 Total Driving Time: ~2 hours (excluding stops)

🛏️ Overnight Stay:

Luxury: Bishop’s Gate Hotel (5-star boutique hotel in a historic Georgian building)
Mid-range: Shipquay Hotel (stylish & central, overlooking Derry’s walls)

🍽 Dinner Recommendation: Browns in Town (modern Irish cuisine in a stylish setting)

🌅 Morning: Scenic Drive Through Donegal & Slieve League Cliffs

1. Depart Sligo & Drive into Donegal (8:30 AM – 10:00 AM)

🚗 Drive Time from Sligo to Slieve League: ~1 hour 30 minutes

As you enter County Donegal, you’ll immediately notice its wild, untamed landscapes, often described as Ireland’s last
great wilderness. Unlike the tourist-heavy Cliffs of Moher, Slieve League offers an untouched, raw beautywith fewer
crowds and higher cliffs.

2. Stop at Slieve League Cliffs (10:00 AM – 11:30 AM)

Rising almost three times higher than the Cliffs of Moher, the Slieve League Cliffs are among the highest sea cliffs
in Europe, standing at 601 meters (1,972 feet) above the Atlantic Ocean.

🌊 Top Things to Do at Slieve League:

Walk to Bunglass Point, the easiest & most accessible viewpoint with breathtaking panoramic views.
For a shorter walk, take the lower cliff trail that offers stunning views with minimal effort.
For experienced hikers, take the Pilgrim’s Path or the One Man’s Pass, a more challenging but rewarding route along
the cliffs.

📸 Best Photo Spot: The main viewpoint at Bunglass, where you can capture the cliffs dropping dramatically into
the ocean.

👉 Pro Tip: The road to Bunglass Point is narrow; you may need to park in the main lot and walk 15 minutes up.

3. Continue the Drive to Derry (11:30 AM – 1:00 PM)

🚗 Drive Time from Slieve League to Derry: ~1.5 hours

On the way, you’ll pass through charming Donegal villages, with opportunities for quick stops:

Killybegs: Ireland’s largest fishing port, great for grabbing a quick seafood snack.
Mountcharles Pier: A peaceful, scenic pier with views of Donegal Bay.
Letterkenny: The largest town in Donegal, great for a coffee stop at The Counter Deli.

🚗 Arrive in Derry by early afternoon.

🌆 Afternoon: Explore Derry’s City Walls & Bogside Murals

4. Walk Derry’s Historic City Walls (1:30 PM – 3:00 PM)

Derry is one of the best-preserved walled cities in Europe, with its original 17th-century walls still fully intact. The
walls offer a unique 1.5-kilometer walk, giving you a 360° view of the city.

🏰 What to See on the City Walls Walk:

The Four Gates: Butcher’s Gate, Bishop’s Gate, Ferryquay Gate, and Shipquay Gate.

https://booking.tp.st/UWqdSe3Y
https://booking.tp.st/jX3zJ4ai
http://highest%20sea%20cliffs%20in%20europe/


The Guildhall: A stunning neo-Gothic building with stained-glass windows depicting Irish history.
St. Columb’s Cathedral: The oldest surviving building in Derry, dating back to 1633.
Walker’s Pillar Site: A former monument commemorating the 1689 Siege of Derry.

📸 Best Photo Spot: Capture views of the River Foyle & the Bogside murals from the city walls.

5. The Bogside Murals & Free Derry Corner (3:00 PM – 4:30 PM)

Derry played a major role in The Troubles, and the Bogside Murals tell the story of the city’s complex history. The
murals, created by the Bogside Artists, serve as a powerful memorial to those affected by the conflict.

🎨 What to See in the Bogside:

Free Derry Corner: The iconic mural that reads “You Are Now Entering Free Derry.”
The Bloody Sunday Memorial: Honoring the 14 civilians killed on January 30, 1972.
The People’s Gallery: A series of murals depicting key events & figures from The Troubles.
Museum of Free Derry: A small but impactful museum detailing the Civil Rights Movement & Bloody Sunday.

👉 Pro Tip: For deeper insight, consider a guided walking tour led by a local historian or former resident of the
Bogside.

🌙 Evening: Arrive at Bishop’s Gate Hotel & Dinner in Derry

6. Check into Your Hotel (5:00 PM – 6:00 PM)

🛏️ Where to Stay in Derry:

Luxury: Bishop’s Gate Hotel – A 5-star boutique hotel in a historic Georgian building.
Mid-range: Shipquay Hotel – A stylish and centrally located boutique hotel with views of the city walls.

🚶 Unwind or take a short evening stroll along the Peace Bridge before dinner.

7. Dinner at Browns in Town (6:30 PM – 8:30 PM)

For dinner, Browns in Town offers a modern take on Irish cuisine, using fresh, locally sourced ingredients.

🍽 Recommended Dishes:

Pan-Seared Donegal Cod – Fresh from the Atlantic coast.
8-Hour Braised Beef Cheek – Slow-cooked in Irish whiskey sauce.
Goat Cheese & Beetroot Salad – A great vegetarian option.

👉 Alternative Dining Options:

The Exchange – A sleek, contemporary restaurant with great steaks.
Badgers Bar & Restaurant – A casual pub-style spot with hearty meals.

8. Optional Evening: Live Music & Pub Experience (9:00 PM – Late)

🎶 Best Pubs for Music & Atmosphere:

Peadar O’Donnell’s – The most famous traditional Irish music pub in Derry.
Sandino’s – A lively spot known for folk & rock music nights.
The Walled City Brewery – A craft beer pub & microbrewery with locally brewed beers.

https://museumoffreederry.org/
https://brownsintown.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Peadarsderry/




Day 12

Antrim Coast Day Trip – Giants, Castles & Whiskey
Today, you’ll embark on one of Northern Ireland’s most breathtaking road trips along the Causeway Coastal Route,
visiting UNESCO-listed geological wonders, medieval ruins, and a world-famous whiskey distillery. The Antrim
Coast is a place of myth and legend, where volcanic landscapes meet the wild Atlantic Ocean.

🚗 Total Driving Time: ~2.5 hours (round trip from Derry, excluding stops)

🛏️ Overnight Stay: Return to Bishop’s Gate Hotel in Derry

🍽 Dinner Recommendation: The Exchange (modern Irish cuisine in a stylish setting)

🌅 Morning: Marvel at the Giant’s Causeway & Cross Carrick-a-Rede

1. Drive from Derry to Giant’s Causeway (8:00 AM – 9:00 AM)

🚗 Drive Time from Derry to Giant’s Causeway: ~1 hour

Your first stop is Giant’s Causeway, Northern Ireland’s only UNESCO World Heritage Site, known for its 40,000
interlocking basalt columns formed by volcanic activity 60 million years ago—or, according to Irish folklore, built by the
legendary giant Finn McCool.

2. Explore the Giant’s Causeway (9:00 AM – 10:30 AM)

🌋 What to See & Do:

Walk along the hexagonal basalt columns, many of which resemble stepping stones into the sea.
Visit famous formations like the Wishing Chair, The Camel, and The Organ Pipes.
Take the Blue Trail (easy walk) or the Red Trail (clifftop panoramic views) for the best scenery.
Visit the Visitor Center, which offers an interactive geology & mythology experience.

📸 Best Photo Spot: Stand on the stepping stones, with the Atlantic Ocean as your backdrop.

👉 Pro Tip: Arrive early to beat the tour bus crowds, especially in summer!

3. Cross the Carrick-a-Rede Rope Bridge (10:45 AM – 11:30 AM)

Just a 15-minute drive from the Giant’s Causeway, Carrick-a-Rede Rope Bridge is one of Northern Ireland’s most
thrilling attractions.

🌉 What to Expect:

Walk along the clifftop path leading to the iconic 66-foot-long rope bridge, suspended 100 feet above the Atlantic.
Cross the swaying bridge to Carrick-a-Rede Island, once used by salmon fishermen.
Enjoy incredible views of Rathlin Island & the Scottish coast on a clear day.

📸 Best Photo Spot: The viewpoint just before the bridge, capturing the rugged cliffs and turquoise waters below.

👉 Pro Tip: This is a popular attraction, so book tickets in advance, especially during peak season.

🌆 Afternoon: Castles & Whiskey

4. Explore Dunluce Castle (12:00 PM – 12:45 PM)

A 15-minute drive takes you to Dunluce Castle, one of Ireland’s most dramatic medieval ruins, perched on a clifftop
overlooking the Atlantic Ocean.

🏰 What to See:

Explore the castle ruins, which date back to the 13th century.
Walk down to Mermaid’s Cave, a hidden sea cave beneath the castle.
Learn how part of the castle collapsed into the sea during a storm in 1639!

📸 Best Photo Spot: Stand on the grassy cliffs for a stunning panoramic view of Dunluce Castle & the sea.

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/northern-ireland/carrick-a-rede


👉 Fun Fact: Dunluce Castle inspired Harrenhal in Game of Thrones!

5. Whiskey Tasting at Bushmills Distillery (1:00 PM – 2:30 PM)

Just a 5-minute drive from Dunluce Castle, you’ll find Bushmills Distillery, the oldest licensed whiskey distillery in
the world (est. 1608).

🥃 What to Experience:

Take a guided tour through the distillery to see how Bushmills whiskey is made.
Learn about the 400-year-old distilling process.
Enjoy a whiskey-tasting session, sampling Bushmills Original, Black Bush, and 10-Year-Old Single Malt.
Visit the distillery shop to pick up exclusive limited-edition bottles.

👉 Pro Tip: If you’re not a whiskey drinker, try the Irish coffee, made with Bushmills whiskey!

🍽 Lunch Break: The Bushmills Inn (2:30 PM – 3:30 PM)

After the whiskey tasting, enjoy a hearty Irish lunch at The Bushmills Inn, a historic 17th-century coaching innwith a
cozy fireplace and excellent food.

🍽 Recommended Dishes:

Guinness-Braised Irish Beef Stew
Kilkeel Crab & Prawn Linguine
Vegetarian Mushroom & Truffle Risotto

🌙 Evening: Return to Derry & Relaxed Dinner

6. Scenic Coastal Drive Back to Derry (3:30 PM – 5:00 PM)

🚗 Drive Time from Bushmills to Derry: ~1.5 hours

For the return journey, consider taking a slightly different scenic route along the Causeway Coastal Route, stopping for
quick photos at:

📸 White Park Bay – A secluded sandy beach with stunning coastal views.

📸 Mussenden Temple & Downhill Demesne – A clifftop temple with one of the most breathtaking views in Ireland.

🚶 Arrive back in Derry & check into your hotel for the night.

7. Dinner at The Exchange (7:00 PM – 9:00 PM)

For your final night in Derry, dine at The Exchange, a stylish modern restaurant with a mix of Irish and European
flavors.

🍽 Recommended Dishes:

Pan-Fried Seabass with Lemon Butter
Dry-Aged Ribeye Steak with Bushmills whiskey sauce
Truffle & Parmesan Fries

👉 Alternative Dining Options:

Walled City Brewery – A brewery & gastropub, great for craft beer lovers.
Badgers Bar & Restaurant – A casual Irish pub with great seafood & steaks.

8. Optional: Last Night in Derry – Live Music & Drinks (9:30 PM – Late)

🎶 Best Pubs for Live Music:

Peadar O’Donnell’s – One of the best traditional Irish music venues in Derry.
Sandino’s – A lively spot for folk, jazz, and rock music.
The Walled City Brewery – If you prefer craft beer & a relaxed atmosphere.

https://www.bushmillsinn.com/restaurant-and-bar
https://www.walledcitybrewery.com/

